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When we talk about sustainability

or sustainable development , 

children must be a stakeholder
in the process.

And I would say, indeed they are 

a key stakeholder . 
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òSustainable Development ó is òto

ensure that development meets the

needs of the present without

compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs .ó

Report of the World Commission on Environment and 
Development : Our Common Future

(Brundtland Commission, 1987)
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Sustainability 

for the children,

by the children,

through the children. 
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for the children:

By its definition, sustainability 

principles/practices obviously are  

for the future generations, 

in other words,  the children, 

the children of the children, é 
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by the children:

by the active participation of children 

in the policy -making and decision -

making process, we hope to secure 

the dedicated implementation of 

sustainability principles/practices by

the children
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through the children: 

through implementation of sustainability 

principles/practices by the children, we 

look forward to positive sustainability 

changes for future generations of 

children
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We have been focusing most of our effort

on the for the children stage .

But we are a bit slow on seeking active

participation by the children in the

sustainability planning process .

Of course, our ultimate goal is:

through implementation of sustainable

principles/practices by the children , they

can bring positive changes in
sustainability for future generations .
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Towards Good Governance 
Practices é
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Article 13 of the Convention on the

Rights of the Child :

òThechild shall have the right to

freedom of expression ; this right shall

include freedom to seek, receive

and impart information and ideas of
all kinds, regardless of frontiers, éó
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Children should have a right to

receive information and ideas on

sustainability issues in a format that

they can understand .

Only then can they exercise their

right to freedom of expression and

actively participate in consultation
process on sustainability issues.
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Good governance practices on

sustainability planning should

create avenues for the children to

participate in policy -making either

through formal institutions or
informal consultations, or both .
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Good governance practices should

establish mechanisms for the

inclusion of children in decision -

making process on sustainability

issues, and encourage children to
formulate and express their positions .
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Three examples at 

national and international 
levels é

Anna Chow © 2018



3 May 2018 17

Singapore Sustainability Symposium
Laws and Governance

3 May 2018



3 May 2018 18
This is a publication on the American Planning Association website
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This is an example taken from the CIP website
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This tool goes a little bit further by discussing issues with the children é
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é and asking the question: What do Kids Want? 

inviting the children to sign a Bill of Rights for Kids
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This is an example taken from the CIP website


